The Butterfly Project, organised by Wedderburn Community House’s Trudy Nelsson, in partnership with Wedderburn Preschool, Junior Landcare and
the Wedderburn Conservation Network, has brightened up the lives of the children and their families at the Wedderburn Preschool .
For the full story and photos, please turn to page 5.

It would seem to be perfect timing that we would have our Butterfly Project occurring at the same time as Victoria is finally coming out of the cocoon of
Covid restrictions. It is the time of metamorphosis, coming out of our safe cocoon and moving onto a new stage of life.
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Lucas & Charlie George release ‘Stripes’ the Monarch Butterfly
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wedderburnnewsletter@gmail.com.au
Community and Volunteer group details are advertised free.
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December Editorial
Marg van Veen
Yippee, we are finally free! Well almost. After almost a year of not
seeing family and friends, everyone is very excited to get out and
about with the lead up to Christmas.
Even though we were in lock down, there have been quite a few
changes in our community. It has been very surprising to see how
many new people have moved into our town this year. As the Community Centre has been slowly reopening, the new residents have
been dropping in to see what the town has to offer. Many of them
are looking forward to getting involved and meeting people.
Hopefully we can start with the Xmas On High celebrations on
Thursday evening, 10th December at Jacka Park on High Street.
Not sure on the Santa situation at present, but no doubt he will
make a visit at some stage.
The Loddon Shire and Wedderburn Community House are organising special Christmas surprises for those needing a little boost this
Christmas. If you know anyone who could really do with a little
Christmas giving this year, please contact us on 54943489 to put
them on the list for Santa. They can be single, families, couples.
It’s great to see so much is still happening in our community with
Olympics, Fancy Dress Days, bush walks, community consultations, art competitions, beautiful books being produced, online
cooking and singing groups, and the NBN is finally on it’s way.
There’s never a dull moment in Wedderburn. From all at the Community House, we would like to wish you all a wonderful Christmas
and a safe and Happy New Year.
- Lifeline. 131114
- Headspace 1800 650 890
- Kids Help Line 1800 55 1800
- Men’s Line 1800 789 978
- Sane 1800 187 263
- Carers Australia 1800 242 636

FOODBANK available at
Wedderburn Community House.
Vicroads, Centrelink, available Tuesdays and
Thursdays by appointment only.
Call 54943489.
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IDHS ALLIED HEALTH & LEISURE & LIFESTYLE TEAM
NOMINATED FOR HESTA EXCELLENCE AWARDS 2020
The IDHS Allied Health Team is
recognised for their innovation and
collaboration to improve physical
and mental health outcomes for
residential aged care clients.

Shirl Hargreaves destroying the competition in table tennis

IDHS has always prided itself on its
friendly, committed and excellent
care for their residents and families.
However, when Covid-19
restrictions impacted the ability of
visitors to come on-site, the team at
IDHS identified the need for a
change in the demeanour and wellbeing of the residents.

To better support their residents, the team developed a range of new activities, including “The Residents Olympics 2020”, ten-pin
bowling, a dance competition where residents competed against local schools and an obstacle course designed to challenge the
residents’ balance, strength, endurance and writing skills. These regular activities have led to health and wellbeing improvements.
Going forward, IDHS intend to continue to find innovative ways to support their residents with a big focus on improving their Dementia
specific games and resources.
Congratulations on the Allied Health Team for becoming finalists for the HESTA Excellence Awards in Allied Health. Winners
announced on Thursday 26 November - Good Luck!

A HORSE TO WIN HEARTS
A local residential care facility had an extra special Melbourne Cup Day this
year, with the arrival of a real racehorse. Captain Riveria, and his young owner
Neve Nisbet (and mum, Michelle).
The residents spent the morning patting and feeding Captain—who gratefully
accepted the attention.
Captain won around $75,000 in Queensland races, and the Nisbets had him
trucked down from Bundaberg several years ago to start his Pony Club career.
Since then Neve and Captain (with a bit of hard work and lots of practice) have
been achieving great results in show-jumping, dressage and cross-country.

QI Quiz Questions;
1. In 1953 David Warren of the Aeronautical Research Laboratories of Melbourne invented the ingenious device now installed in
every international plane,. What was it?
2. The world’s first surf lifesaving club was founded at …?
3. Green grocers, blue moons, yellow mondays and razor
grinders are what.?
4. .Where are the Brisbane Ranges?
5. Of the 25 deadliest snakes in the world

… how many are found in Australia?
6. What is Australia’s oldest chocolate bar (created in 1924 by
Fitzroy-based MacRobertson Chocolates.)
7.Name an Australian herbivorous marsupial
8. What is the highest mountain in Australia?
9. Who won the first Melbourne Cup?
10. Who are the soldiers in Wedderburn’s Soldiers Memorial
Park.
Answers page 19

atoo
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LOCAL LAD GETS NATIONAL RECOGNITION
Recognition of Tyson Blair’s good deed in making facemasks for many in our community, has
continued to grow. He has recently been nominated for the ‘Fred Hollows Humanitarian Award’.
Tyson is one of 33 Grade 6 students nominated for the prize.
Both Tyson and mum Melinda Springthorpe are very surprised and grateful to his teacher for
nominated him.
After making over 60 facemasks, Tyson has moved on the making teddy bears. “this has been
great to learn new skills”

BIRDS EYE VIEW STARTS IN MARCH.
Due to hold ups in the artists’ schedules caused by Covid lockdowns in Victoria, our Birds
Eye View project will now start in mid March. The artists will be in residence for at least a
month while they work on the murals and run community workshops.
In the meantime the Open Air Gallery is busy raising funds for the sixth mural project.
Keep your eye out for raffle tickets for a weekend away in Mildura, and the Wedderburn
Flora & Fauna Calendar 2021. The calendar has 13 beautiful photographs taken by local
photographers. Thank you to those people who sent in photos. They were all lovely and it
was difficult to choose just 13.
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DO YOU HAVE BUTTERFLIES, BEES AND BUGS IN
YOUR BACKYARD?
What is it about butterflies? Is it their colourful beauty? Their non-threatening
nature? Their fascinating metamorphosis, from caterpillar to a beautiful,
winged creature? Their essential pollination services they provide to our native plants? No one ever tells this insect to go away, nor are there repellent
sprays on the shelves to get rid of them, in fact, having one land on you is a
privilege!
All kids go through a butterfly phase at some point, and there are some adults
I know who are still fascinated by them (I am one), and there are so many
wonderful species to discover in Wedderburn, that this project encourages
local potential entomologists to discover them.
The ‘Building Bee, Bug and
Butterfly Biodiversity’ Garden
project aims to increase awareness of the importance of biodiversity in our own backyards. It
teaches students how they can
positively contribute to sustainability and ecosystem services
in Wedderburn, through caterpillars, butterflies, and native
Izabell Baker
flowering plants.
Each of our community’s kinder kids and families have received Pupae, Caterpillars,
and local indigenous plants. The kinder kids have been able to watch the caterpillars
form pupae, and the pupae grow into butterflies, ready for release into their backyards.
Each family received local indigenous plant species guide to build an understanding
of the importance of native vegetation for our caterpillars and butterflies in the local
area, and to experience the butterfly’s unique life stages, by hatching caterpillars
and pupae themselves and closely observing their life stages. It also encouraged
Aria Richardson
the students to create an ideal environment for them by planting the native plants
they need to survive.
We invited students and parents to go on a nature scavenger hunt. We encouraged them to look for tracks, scat, and evidence of
animals in our local area. We gave each child a planting pack and insect discovery kit, which included local plant species grown by
the local MKEW nursery, together with acacia seeds to make seed bombs, magnifying glasses, butterfly nets, bug observation jars
and field guides, notes and activity sheets.
This initiative was made available through a Junior Landcare
grant, made in in partnership between the Wedderburn Community House, Wedderburn Conservation Management Network, Wedderburn Kindergarten and the Loddon Shire.
We anticipate building a butterfly, bee and bug attracting garden
and outdoor learning space at the front of the Wedderburn Kinder
in the new year. The garden has been designed by local landscaper, James Cook, and will include a sand river, puddling rocks,
local indigenous plant species, Bee Hotels, signage, seating and
garden art all produced by locals including the Wedderburn Men’s
Shed.
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If you wish to have a stall on the night, please contact Marg on
54943489 to book

Wedderburn Community News

7

LODDON SHIRE MAYOR ELECTED
Cr Neil Beattie has been elected as Loddon Shire Mayor at a
Special Council Meeting. This is the third time Cr Beattie has
been elected Mayor. Cr Beattie was previously Mayor in 2015
and 2016. Cr Beattie said he was delighted to be elected to
the role.
“I thank my fellow Councillors for electing me as Mayor for the
coming year,” Cr Beattie said. “This year has been difficult for
many in our community as we battled COVID-19 and its
effects, including lockdowns and other restrictions. “Together
with our new Council, I look forward to working with our
community towards recovery as we continue to see the re-opening of business. “Hopefully we will remain on a positive trajectory
and be on track to achieve COVID normal,” Cr Beatie added.

REFURBISHING EMERGENCY SERVICES IN LODDON SHIRE
Emergency services in the Loddon Shire have received $200,553 from the State Government, to improve the Wedderburn State
Emergency Service Unit infrastructure and facilities, investing in the important work that our volunteers do and provide a boost in
employment within the local community. The project is amongst 125 projects sharing in funding under the Emergency Services
Refurbishment Fund.
The Wedderburn State Emergency Service Unit will receive $78,000 to install a concrete pad on the gravel apron of the engine bay
area of the shed to improve safety for members and the ability to conduct training exercises.
The investment enables volunteer emergency services agencies to carry out urgent maintenance, repairs and upgrades to extend
the life and improve safety of their existing facility and asset portfolios, and provide support to Victorian businesses and workers
affected by the downturn in the Victorian economy caused by the pandemic.

OCHRE MINES, REVEGETATION AND ….AGING LLAMAS?
Mid-October saw a small group head out to the bush block of Trudi and James Nelsson at the foothills of Mt Korong. After a morning cuppa we viewed works under progress to take advantage of ground run-off and a known boggy spot to turn it into a frog habitat
and water feature. The sandy soils are reinforced by locally grown grasses and plants, planted among stones and large branches to
create a further habitat for small birds and lizards.
We headed bush though the revegetation works seeded a decade ago. This consisted of a small trench, a mix of seeds
(eucalyptus, bottlebrush, and Melaleuca to name a few), which were then lightly covered—all at the same time. This has given a
variety of trees, bushes and shrubs, following along the contour lines. Our walk
took us through several successful lines, and a few not so good ones—with new
self-seeded plants now growing between the lines. Erosion has been treated by
putting plants where the water comes from and dead branches slowing down the
flow and spreading the effect. One wash-off has reduced by several feet though
these natural means.
Our walk took us past an old tree with a scar cut from it—since there were no
rivers close by the bark could have been for a shelter or carrying things. Close by
there was an Ochre mine: local aborigines sourced their ‘paints’ from here to
create the wonderful art works seen on surrounding rocks today. The photo does
not do any justice to the vibrant red, orange and occasional yellow—and this was
a cloudy day.

Ochre mine, with a line of revegetation in the
background.

So—onto aging llamas.. Part of the revegetation process is the increasing abundance of the lower storey of plants. Tough, resilient
to drought and grazing, and almost overlooked One of these is pale mat-rush: Lomandra nana. Hence ageing Llamas..
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“TRY A V.E.T. DAY” AT THE
NORTH CENTRAL TRADE TRAINING CENTRE
More than 80 Year 9 and 10 students from Buloke and Loddon Shires attended the annual North Central Trade Training Centre
“Try a VET (Vocational Education and Training)” program at Charlton.
Coordinated in conjunction with the North Central LLEN, the program provided opportunities for students from Boort District School, Charlton
College, Donald High School, East Loddon P-12, Pyramid Hill College, St
Arnaud Secondary College, Wedderburn College and Wycheproof College
to sample the 12 different VET subjects on offer at the Trade Training
Centre.
According to Principal of the NCTTC Kelvin Baird, it was a great opportunity for students to explore subject specific information to assist them in
choosing a VET subject.
“It also supported them to develop a more comprehensive understanding
of the interesting pathways that may come if they apply themselves to a
specific area of study and thus supporting more purposeful engagement in
learning,” he said.

NCTTC1 – Industry Panel Members talked about the future of
work and career opportunities within the agriculture, health and
local government sectors (L-R) Anthony Judd (Buloke Shire
Council), Fiona Best (Birchip Cropping Group), Matt Allan
(Northern District Community Health Service) and MC Jane
Hosking (North Central LLEN)

The day began with an Industry Panel with Anthony Judd (Local Government), Fiona Best (agriculture) and Matt Allan (health and community services) who spoke about vocational pathways within their current organisations and these three sectors more generally.

Chaired by North Central LLEN Executive Officer Jane Hosking, panellists shared their own career journeys culminating in their
current positions – Anthony as CEO of Buloke Shire Council, Fiona as CEO of the Birchip Cropping Group and Matt as a Youth
Worker at Northern District Community Health.
They also spoke about the different career pathways available in the local government, agriculture and health sectors, as well as
what they see as the most important job skills for young people – the importance of having a strong work ethic, a good attitude
and a willingness to try new
things.
The day was also an opportunity
to launch the new NCTTC
website that has been developed to promote VET education
opportunities, and a series of
subject videos about each of the
12 subjects on offer at the
Centre as well as an overview
video of the facilities.
“Experience teaches young
people how to work in a team
and hones people, communication, and organisational skills –
NCTTC3 – Teachers, Industry Members and NCLLEN staff at the launch of the new NCTTC website and
critical skills employers are
seeking - and these are learned resources (L-R) Back row – Chris Poole (Boort District School), Bianca Winslade (NCTTC), Anthony Judd
(Buloke Shire), Jane Hosking (NCLLEN), Kelvin Baird (Charlton College), Ellen White (NCLLEN), Julie
by doing,” she said.
To view the new website and
video resources visit
www.ncttc.charlton.edu.au

Roberts (NCLLEN), Angela Poxon (NCLLEN), Sean McCann (Pyramid Hill College). Front Row: Sarah
Byrne (East Loddon P-12 College), Haley Smith (Wedderburn College), Emma Milne (Wedderburn College),
Sue Clay (NCLLEN), Julian Smith (NCTTC), Mary-Ann Sait (NCLLEN)
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WHAT DOES AGED CARE & THE NBN
HAVE TO DO WITH EACH OTHER?
You wouldn’t think that the Aged, who often have trouble coming to grips with new technology, would have a great interest in the
Fibre to the Curb technology of the NBN. Yet this is very much the case in Wedderburn for the month of December.
Wedderburn is about to get the next generation of NBN for our town area with the commencement of the Fibre to the Curb network.
Those on other systems and the old ADSL will have the opportunity to see a huge increase in their speed and capacity.
The best part about this is that Telstra, who will be in town on the corner of High St and Peters St, (where the library van used to
park), are partnering with the Wedderburn Lions Club. For every new NBN connection signed up during the month of December,
Telstra will donate $25 to the Wedderburn Lions Care Aged Care Fund.
The Wedderburn Lions Club are very grateful for Telstra’s generous offer to our community and would encourage everyone in town
who may use this service to visit the Telstra van on the 4th and 11th December. It’s a win/win when signing up to the NBN can provide a benefit to your community.

WEDDERBURN COLLEGE SUPPORTS AGED CARE FACILITY
Every year at Wedderburn college we hold a Footy Colours Day and ask everyone at the school to bring a gold coin donation as well
as their passion for their footy team! This year the SRC decided we wanted to give our donations to a local cause. The cause we decided to go with was one that many of us would love to see in our community. This cause is the Wedderburn aged care facility project. Many of us have had elderly family members who have needed to go into an aged care home, and it would be great for them to
be able to stay in their home town, so we thought this would be a great cause to donate to.
We held our Footy Colours Day on Thursday the 22nd of October. We raised $166.95 that we are very excited to donate to help build
the Wedderburn aged care facility.
Wedderburn College SRC thanks all its students for their donations and we can’t wait to have an aged care facility in Wedderburn!
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Visit the Wedderburn
Community House and see
what we have in Store
CHECK OUT THE WEDDERBURN COMMUNITY HOUSE FACEBOOK PAGE OR WEBSITE TO SEE ALL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE
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WEDDERBURN COLLEGE CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK
In October we finally celebrated Children’s Book Week and Reading which had been postponed this year.
The Children’s Book Council Awards have been awarded since 1946 and many of the
favourite classic books have won over that time.
In preparation students had been reading and comparing the shortlisted books in the 5
sections. The winning authors are:
Books for Older Readers: “This is How we Change the Ending” by Vicki Wakefield
Honour Books: “The Boy Who Steals Houses” by C.G. Drews, “Ghost Bird” by Lisa Fuller
Books for Younger Readers: “The Little Wave” by Pip Harry
Honour Books: “The Secrets of Magnolia Moon” by Edwina Wyatt, “The Glimme” by Emily
Rodda
Early Childhood: “My Friend Fred” by Frances Watt
Honour Books: “Goodbye House, Hello House” by Margaret Wild, “When Billy was a Dog”
by Kirsty Murray
Picture Story (may not be suitable for all ages): “I Need a Parrot” by Chris McKimmie
Honour Books: “Three” by Stephen Michael King, “Nop” by Caroline Magerl
Information Text (Eve Pownall Award): “Young
Dark Emu” by Bruce Pascoe
Honour Books: “The Illustrated Encyclopedia of
Ugly Animals” by Sami Bayly,

Harlem Edwards, Grade 1

“Wilam: a Birrarung Story” by Aunty Joy Murphy and Andrew Kelly
The theme for 2020 was Curious Creatures, Wild Minds.
On Monday 23rd we finally got to dress up as our favourite book characters or authors.
Students and staff were excited to participate in the annual celebration after so many school activities have been cancelled during 2020.

Hilary MacKay as Prof. Delores
Umbridge

There were classic characters such as Anne of Green Gables, the Wizard of Oz, Dorothy and
Toto, Cinderella, the Very Hungry Caterpillar, myriad fairies and superheroes and many of the
staff and students from Hogwarts. Then there were the 21st century characters such as Thelma
the Unicorn (Mr Gretgrix) in blond wig, hot pink and rainbow coloured outfit, a handmade lime
gree papier mache Mike Wazowski from Monsters Inc. (we do have a book of the film!) and an
adorable inflated Pikachu (we have a book for that too). Every level of the school from Foundation (Prep) to Year 12 and most staff joined the merriment .

Judges, Ava, Chelsey and Mrs Ryan selected the winners who were presented with $15.00 gift vouchers to spend at the Scholastic
Book Fair. We were very careful to remain socially distanced so the photos are more individual because we had no large groups.
A week later the school welcomed the annual Scholastic Book Fair. Scholastic run the Book Club throughout the year with regular catalogues. The Book Fair is a small traveling bookshop which travels throughout the country and takes over a large area in the school Library for a few days.
We have the Fair in November so it is a good time to access something second hand or new for Christmas while helping the Parents
Association and Library. Unfortunately parents could not access the school during this time but the students and staff enjoyed the
chance to make their selections, sort out their budgets and use their book voucher prizes.
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Fire prevention inspections to start
Council’s Municipal Fire Prevention Officer (MFPO) will be starting fire prevention inspections throughout
the Loddon Shire.
The MFPO will inspect properties to assess whether landowners are maintaining appropriate levels of
vegetation and reducing fuel loads – particularly in high-risk areas.
Property owners who have excess vegetation (for example large amounts of branches piled up, long grass
or debris) will be issued with a fire prevention notice.
A fire prevention notice is a reminder for the property owner to reduce the fire risk. Residents have 14 days
to comply with the notice or get in touch with Council to discuss the issue.
If the fire hazard is not removed, Council can organise for a contractor to enter the property and remove the hazard. This is done
at the property owner’s cost, plus a Council administrative cost.
A $1,652 penalty infringement notice can also be issued to the
landowner for a failure to comply with a fire prevention notice.
You can find out more about how to prepare your property by visiting www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare
For more information regarding fire prevention inspections contact Council on 5494 1200.
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LODDON SHIRE COUNCIL’S
WEDDERBURN CUSTOMER SERVICE REOPENING 16 NOVEMBER
Loddon Shire Council’s Wedderburn customer service office will reopen from Monday 16 November. COVIDsafe measures will be in place and
must be followed by visitors.
Meetings with non-reception council staff will be by appointment only. Please call Reception on 5494 1200 to arrange an appointment. As many
council staff are still working from home, under direction from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, most appointments will be done via video.
For people who need help with video meetings, please let Reception staff know when making your appointment. In some cases, a meeting room
and Council computer may be used for video meetings. For people familiar with video conferencing, you can use your smart phone, tablet or home
computer.
Until otherwise advised, cash payments will not be accepted by Council’s customer service staff. If you wish to make a payment by cash, please
go to your local Australia Post Office.
Should you visit the Wedderburn Council office, please sanitise your hands on entry and follow social distancing markers.
FURTHER INFORMATION: (03) 5494 1205

VOLUNTEER @ LODDON: DESIGN WINNER
Thank you to everyone who voted in the Volunteering@Loddon logo design competition,
voting has now closed. A special thank you from Loddon Shire Council goes to the four
young artists Rhiannon Last, Callum Hercus, Elektra Ward and Ella Hocking for their
entries.
And the winner is… Ella Hocking!
Ella now has the opportunity to work with a graphic design artist to fine tune her eye catching logo before it is unveiled to the public to
coincide with International Volunteer Day on Saturday 5 December 2020.
Congratulations to Ella and well done to each of the young artists that submitted entries to the competition.

LODDON SHIRE COLLECTING AND RECOVERING MORE E-WASTE
E-waste is the fastest-growing type of waste worldwide. Phones, computers, TVs, whitegoods and other electronic goods often end
up in landfill. The Victorian Government implemented an e-waste to landfill ban 1 July 2019. Any item with a plug, battery or cord
can no longer be placed in kerbside bins and instead must be deposited at a designated e-waste drop-off point. The e-waste to landfill ban was introduced to ensure valuable materials left inside e-waste can be safely recovered and reused, while reducing the damage electronic items can have on the environment and human health.
With growing volumes of e-waste, Loddon Shire residents can continue to dispose of their e-waste safely knowing that precious materials can be recovered from local facilities here in Victoria.
In the latest round of funding, the Victorian Government is investing $1.7 million into 12 projects to improve the recovery and collection of e-waste across the state. This is part of the Government’s $16.5 million funding boost to help councils and facilities across
the state upgrade their e-waste collection, processing and storage facilities.
Loddon Shire will use the funding to ensure Wedderburn and Pyramid Hill residents can conveniently dispose of their e-waste by
building sheds in line with Australian standards for the collection and storage of e-waste materials.
The new facilities will help manage the community’s e-waste by allowing the safe disposal of hazardous materials and recovery of
valuable materials such as copper, silver, gold and aluminium. This round of funding also supported several reprocessing facilitates
to improve infrastructure and Victoria’s ability to recovery these valuable materials.
To learn more about e-waste in Loddon Shire go to https://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/For-residents/Your-home/Garbage-and-recycling/
E-waste.
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BOOK REVIEW: A NEW LOCAL HISTORY
“Remembering Wedderburn & Neighbouring Towns” is a good read. The author, Geoff Arnott,
chronicles changes to our local communities through a compilation of early photographs. His
brother, and local resident, Daryl Arnott, photographed the same areas in 2019. The 280 page
book comprises approximately 800 black and white photographs.
In 1836, explorer Major Thomas Mitchell came through Wedderburn and district. He estimated
there were 2,500 aboriginals from the Dja Dja Wurrung tribe living in the Loddon region. By 1860,
with the coming of squatters, selectors, and gold miners, the Dja Dja Wurrung culture was almost
completely destroyed. “Remembering Wedderburn & Neighbouring Towns” has a wonderful collection of photographs attributed to John Hunter Kerr, Fernihurst Station. These rare photographs
are some of the earliest images of aboriginals, their land and subsequent evidence of their life in
the Loddon region for thousands of years.
Later chapters of “Remembering Wedderburn“ are devoted to Wedderburn and neighbouring
towns, including Charlton, Boort, Korong Vale, Inglewood, Serpentine and Bridgewater. The photographs provide insights into the built environment, then and now. Photographs include significant community buildings, cultural events, earning a living and recreational activities. Historic images of important events are also included. In addition, there is a section on smaller communities and districts.
The chapter, “Coming of the Railways”, is a tribute to the importance of rail infrastructure in our local area. Photographs of the railway stations at Bendigo, Korong Vale, Charlton and Wedderburn district depict an era when rail transport was crucial to agriculture
in our district.Korong Vale even had a railway refreshment room until the early 1970’s.
The book aims to make a link between our past and the present. While much of our early built environment has changed or been lost
to ‘progress’, the book is so much more than a collection of dilapidated old buildings. The book celebrates the local heritage values
of these small towns and conveys optimism for their future.
Geoff Arnott is to be commended for his respectful approach to our past and the present. The book is a worthy companion to his
earlier local history, “The Golden Harvest” which he co-authored with local historian Keith Ring.
Footnote: Wedderburn Historical Records Museum, Inc. (previously known as the Korong (Wedderburn) Historical Society, Inc.) recently obtained funding to produce a digitised version of “Remembering Wedderburn”, which will enable the book to be sent electronically anywhere in the world. We will keep you posted.
Irene Finch
Wedderburn Historical Records Museum, Inc.
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Pete’s Plant Pick
Plant of the Month: Prunus armeniana, Apricot
Apricot is a stone fruit from the family Rosaceae, (the rose family) and is closely related
to peaches, almonds, plums, and cherries.
Originally from Armenia, (hence the botanical name) apricots are cultivated throughout the
temperate regions of the world, especially in the Mediterranean. They are eaten fresh or
cooked and are preserved by canning or drying. The fruit is also widely made into jam and is
often used to flavour liqueurs. Apricots are a good source of vitamin A, C and are high in natural sugar content.
Apricots are rich in many plant antioxidants ,vitamins and minerals.
Many nutritionists consider the Apricot to be one of the healthiest fruit that you can eat and some remote tribes in the Himalayas relate
their longevity and health to the diet of apricots
Medical studies have shown that the apricot protects your eyesight, prevents inflammation and is a good source of dietary fibre. This
overall fibre content should be helpful for most people in supporting digestive health. Within the total dietary fibre provided by apricots,
about half consists of soluble fibre. Soluble fibre is one type of fibre that can help to control blood cholesterol levels.
USES;
Apricots are best eaten raw but can be dried, canned, made into jams, liqueurs, and even used in salads and made into a delicious
juice.
LOCATION AND SOIL CONDITIONS;
Apricots can be grown almost anywhere in the Loddon area, as long as the soil is well drained and has good open structure and adequate water. When growing apricots, it should be noted that severe frost during flowering and pollination can be detrimental to the production of fruit and may result in a poor yield. The tree itself is quite hardy and tolerates the harsh conditions that we can experience in
the local area.
They can also be grown in pots and containers quite successfully.
PLANTING REQUIRMENTS;
Like all deciduous fruit trees, apricots are best planted in late Autumn and Winter. The plants can be bare rooted or in pots. Make sure
the area is well drained and has access to supplementary water during summer months.
Ensure that the tree has room to grow and is in full sunlight. Apricots hate poor drainage and you may need to raise the area to ensure
that soil drainage is improved. A good application of organic manure is always beneficial, especially during spring.
FERTILISING AND WATERING;
Once planted, ensure that it is given an adequate amount of water to ensure healthy establishment and growth. Regular fertilization with
liquid fertilizer is essential especially if the soil low in nutrients. Do not over fertilize with nitrogen based fertilizer as this may be detrimental to fruit production and plant health.
CARE AND MAINTENANCE;
There are a variety of fungal, viral, and bacterial diseases that affect apricots. The most prevalent is rust that affects the fruit. Luckily this
problem is mostly associated with high rainfall and humidity during fruit development. This weather event is rare in Wedderburn and
surrounding areas.
Species Selecton:
There are about a dozen varieties of apricots that are widely sold. All are similar in taste, but differ somewhat in size and colour (which
ranges from yellow to deep orange): Blenheim, Perfection, Katy, Tilton, Patterson, and Castlebrite are among the betterknown varieties. Varieties such as Moorpark, Trevatt, Story, Hunter and Riverbrite are good for drying. Moorpark, Blenheim, Earlicot,
Supergold and Katy are good for eating fresh.
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Wedderburn Community
House , Op Shop, Gym
Goldfields Library and
Loddon Visitors
Information Centre are
now open
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
9am—5pm
Mondays by appointment only: available for
essential services only such as Centrelink,
Vicroads, Foodbank .
Call 54943489 for any enquiries.
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GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL IN 2021
Early childhood services in Loddon Shire will get a funding boost to support children
participate in kinder during Term 4 and get ready for school.
Wedderburn Preschool Centre is part of the more than 1700
state-wide kindergarten that will share in more than $3.7 million from the State Government for early childhood services in
Term 4.
This will allow services to fund more kindergarten program
hours, additional educator hours so existing staff can undertake transition activities or provide more one-on-one time with
children, and to access allied health support such as speech
pathologist and occupational therapists. School readiness
Jade Dierickx
funding will allow Victorian kindergarten providers to tap into
the expertise of speech and occupational therapists, language and literacy professionals and child psychologists, who can then boost the capability of both parents and
teachers.
In an Australian-first, the final stage of the roll-out of School Readiness Funding will be
completed in 2021 and all kindergarten services in Victoria will be provided with needsbased funding to support their children.
Early childhood education and care services across Victoria have reopened with a
COVIDSafe Plan and appropriate health and safety measures in place.
The Victorian Government announced $26.7 million in extra funding in Term 4 to support early childhood services through the coronavirus pandemic, ensuring sessional
kindergarten remained free in eligible services and supporting children in their transition
to school.

Life Coaching

Deep Tissue Massage

Counselling
Weight consultancy

Neck and shoulder
Massage

Crystal healing

Ear candling

Spiritual Healing

Waxing and all body
waxing

Massage
Sports Injuries
Head massage

Tarot Readings
Psychic Readings

Bill Knight & Ann Lambert
28 Calder Highway
Wedderburn
Opening hours
9.30 am to 9.30 pm
Monday to Saturday:
Ph: 9762 7713
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Notes from Loddon Shire
Loddon Youth Survey
Council is inviting young people (aged 12 to 25 years) in the Loddon Shire to share their thoughts and opinions about the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on themselves and the community. As Council explores
ways to reduce the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic it’s seeking feedback from young people about what
they would be interested in seeing implemented.
What aspects of life in lockdown have you found difficult? What events and programs would you like to see in the Shire? This is a chance for
young people to have their say. By completing this survey you will go into the draw to win a $50 voucher from the store of your choice – either
Google Play, Apple iTunes, Netflix, Catch, Kogan, E-Bay, Xbox or PlayStation. All responses are anonymous and confidential.
The survey is available from https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/loddonyouth

Event sponsorship fund
Council’s event sponsorship assists community groups organising events in the municipality with funds to promote the event. Applications from
community groups can be made under one of the two categories – Major Event Category or Minor Event Category.
The Major Event Category offers $1,000 for events of regional or state significance that attract a significant number of visitors from outside the
region – for example, state sporting events and/or major festivals. The Minor Event Category offers $400 for events of local and sub-regional
significance – for example, annual sporting tournaments or local community festivals.
For more information visit www.loddon.vic.gov.au/For-residents/Community-support/Council-grants and click on Event promotion scheme. Your
application must be lodged online through Council’s SmartyGrants program at least 30 days prior to the event to be considered for funding.

Talk It Out
Murray Primary Health Network (PHN) have a new counselling service Talk It Out available to help community members with a variety of
emotional issues, including anxiety, depression, isolation and loneliness. Talk it Out is a free phone and online counselling service for people who
live or work in the Murray PHN region who are feeling the pressures and stresses of everyday life. The Murray PHN region includes North West
and Central Victoria, Goulburn Valley and North East Victoria.
Talk it Out is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week for people over 15 years of age on 1300 022 946 or by visiting https://
talkitoutmurray.org.au/

Goldfields Library agencies open
The Goldfields Library agencies within the Loddon Shire have re-opened in line with State Government COVID-19 guidelines.
Goldfields Library agencies are located at the Boort Resource and Information Centre, Dingee Railway Station, Inglewood Community
Neighbourhood House, Pyramid Hill Neighbourhood House, Tarnagulla Community Centre and Wedderburn Community Centre.
As the opening hours and availability of each library agency vary, please visit www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/libraryagencies or call 5449 2790 for more
information.

Shape the future of your community
Love your community? Want to help shape the next four years?
Council is seeking 10 community members to join a community reference group to help guide the development of documents such
as the Community Vision, Council Plan and budget. More information is available at https://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/files/assets/
public/our-council/community-engagement/the-loddon-project/the-loddon-project-crg-terms-of-reference.pdf
If you would like to become a member of the community reference group you can register by completing and returning this form:
https://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/our-council/community-engagement/the-loddon-project/community-referencegroup-nomination.pdf. All successful applicants will receive an iPad to help them contribute.
Don’t have that much time to help shape the future? Why not attend one of five webinars Council will be holding in early December.
Webinars will discuss your vision for the community, economy, natural environment and services/infrastructure of Loddon Shire
Council.
You can register here https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LSCWardWebinar. If you don’t get a chance to register, you don’t have to
miss out! You can log on by clicking the link that applies to you below and entering in the Meeting ID and Passcode 5 minutes
before the meeting.
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Let’s liven the town a little to celebrate the end of 2020. Drag out the Xmas lights
and get creative. Best Decorated House & Shop Window win prizes and lets make
this a wonderful Xmas for the whole community.

Answers to the Quiz.
1. Black Box
2. Bondi Beach
8. Mt Kosciusko
9.Archer

3. Cicadas
4. Victoria
10. Jacka and Borella

5. 21

6. Cherry Ripe

7. Koala
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Wedderburn& District Garage Sales
Saturday 6 March 2021
Over recent years the Garage Sales have been popular on the Saturday of the Minelab Wedderburn Detector Jamboree. Wedderburn Tourism is coordinating the Garage Sales in conjunction with the Minelab Wedderburn Detector Jamboree Saturday 6 March
2021. The garage sales can include Korong Vale area.
To book a garage sale fill out details below and return to the Loddon Visitor Information Centre 24 Wilson Street Wedderburn. Bookings must occur by Friday 26 February 2021.
Garage Sales to commence at 9am on Saturday 6 March 2021
Garage Sale Maps to be obtained from the Loddon Visitor Information Centre from 9am

Name (Person Responsible) ……………………………………………………………………

Address Garage Sale ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Telephone……………………………………………………………….
Cost $5.00 (must be submitted when booking the garage sale).
$5.00 goes towards marketing and promotions of the Garage Sale and producing the map.
A garage sale is the responsibility of the nominated person on the booking form, this includes the public liability.
For any further information contact Loddon Visitor Information Centre 54943489.
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HEALTHY HEART OF VICTORIA LAUNCHES ADVENTURE BINGO TO
GET RESIDENTS ACTIVE ACROSS THE REGION: Weekly prizes on offer.
Residents are encouraged to get physically active across the Loddon Campaspe region while having some fun at
the same time. Take part in Adventure Bingo - a new initiative from the Healthy Heart of Victoria. Adventure Bingo
invites residents to collect or download an Adventure Bingo booklet and participate in one of six walks in each of the participating local
government areas. Through the initiative participants spot points of interest listed in the booklet during their walk and once they’ve
spotted three items in a vertical, horizontal or diagonal line, they’ve got Bingo.
The Loddon Shire Adventure Bingo walk is located along the Nardoo Trail in Wedderburn. Bingo booklets are available for free at the
Wedderburn Post Office, Loddon Shire Council Offices and Wedderburn Community House or online at www.loddon.vic.gov.au/OurServices/Health-and-wellbeing/Healthy-Heart-of-Victoria
As part of the initiative, a series of weekly prize draws will be conducted from Monday 23 November to Sunday 13 December, where
residents who submit a photo of their completed Bingo card to hhv@bendigo.vic.gov.au will go into the draw to win sporting equipment.
Participants can send a photo of themselves at one of the sites on their Bingo card via Facebook message to Healthy Heart of Victoria
to enter a special photo prize draw.
Healthy Heart of Victoria Coordinator, Alicia O’Brien said Adventure Bingo encourages physical activity in our local region in a fun and
simple way, especially for children and families. “It also provides a free opportunity to explore walks in our region in a COVID-safe way
as the walks are outdoors, self-guided and can be done individually or in very small groups,” Ms O’Brien said.
“Even before the pandemic, there were concerns that children were not moving enough, and with students learning from home for
much of 2020, with no access to a playground at lunchtime or organised sport after school or on the weekends, the research has
shown that levels of inactivity have increased during this time.
“The Active Living Census told us that walking is the most popular physical activity across the Loddon Campaspe region and so
through Adventure Bingo we hope residents are encouraged to have a bit of fun when out on a walk. “You can get involved both during
the prize period or afterwards when you can challenge friends and family to see who can get Bingo first,” Ms O’Brien said.
Other Adventure Bingo walks are located in Rochester, Maryborough, Bendigo, Kyneton and Castlemaine.

The Wrap Around
Holy Trinity Wedderburn, Anglican Parish of Charlton-Donald – December 2020

And she (Mary) brought forth her firstborn son (Jesus), and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in
the inn. : Luke 2:7
Mother Mary wrapped her dear baby, baby Jesus in swaddling clothes. We hear a lot about swaddling clothes around this time of the year, but what actually is
this very famous wrap around? Swaddling means strips of cloth. So, baby Jesus was wrapped in strips of cloth, maybe from clothing that Joesph and Mary had
brought with them on their journey on the donkey, or maybe some cloth that the innkeeper had been able to spare. The act of wrapping a cloth or blanket around
a baby is to give protection – protection from the cold, comfort – a feeling of assurance, warmth – trapping the baby’s body warmth in with the layer of material
and joy – letting the baby, a new life, know how precious they are to us.
We would all have experienced a wrap around as a baby but we can benefit from a wrap around throughout our lives. Many of us this winter have been glad to
have a rug, a blanket, a ‘onesie’, a favourite jumper or hoodie to wrap around us when it has been cold. Not only to give us protection and warmth but more importantly this year to give us comfort, that feeling of assurance – especially in the absence of wrap around hugs, handshakes and a pat on the back. A wrap
around of a different type. A powerful gesture that means so much.
May you all this Christmas, experience the warmth and assurance of a wrap around (a sign or a gesture of reassurance) – and may the love that we experience in
either giving or receiving give us comfort and joy, just as baby Jesus did for us all, when he was born in the manger.
Christmas Blessings
Wishing you a blessed Christmas full of peace, love and great joy from the congregation of Holy Trinity to the community of Wedderburn.

Reverend Judi Bird

0435 593 359

judithblackbird@outlook.com
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Uniting Church
Contacts: Wendy Ward; 0427 943 028
Ruth Maxwell; 0427 058 544
Uniting Church, High St. Wedderburn.

Catholic Church
Service times / dates to be listed on the notice
board outside the Catholic Church
For further Information :
Louise: 0409 463011
Joan: 0409 800 631

Church of Christ
Worship service Sundays 11am
After School club, Wednesdays.
Run by Debbie & Graham Milne.
Church of Christ.
Cnr. Reef St. & Wilson St.
Contact Ian Hall 54943149.

Holy Trinity Anglican Church
Enquiries: Rev. Judi Bird 0435 593 359

In Her Shoes Ministries
Wednesdays 7.30pm
77 Wilson street, Wedderburn
0414 866 909

Wedderburn Senior Citizens
Lunch Mondays 12 Noon
Lorraine Kell 5495 1979

Country Women’s Assoc.
Second Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm.
At the Senior Citizens Clubrooms.
Contact Rosie 0427 947 339 or
Stacey 0437 943 628

Wedderburn Conservation
Management Network
If you would like to become involved in caring
for our local environment, join the WCMN.
Meets 1st Tuesday of each month
At Wedderburn Community House, 7pm.
Contact Trudy Nelsson : 0419 800 980
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Wedderburn Men’s Shed
Wedderburn Men’s Shed is always happy to see
new faces. The Men’s Shed is located on Racecourse Road at the Engine Rally Sheds.
9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursdays

Lions Club
Lions Club meets the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of each month. 7.30pm
At the Lions Clubrooms: Mechanics Institute
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME.
Contact Leo Matthews (President) 0427901006

Wedderburn Bias Bowls
Every Monday 7.00pm at the
Mechanics’ Hall Supper Room
Anyone of any age is welcome to come along,
join in the fun and meet new friends.
If you would like to know more, come along on a Monday night, see what is involved
and find out more details.

Wedderburn Library
Monday to Friday
9am—5pm at W’burn Community Centre,
Wilson St, Wedderburn. 5494 3489

Wedderburn Play Group
Wedderburn College extends a warm welcome
to all families in our community to come along
and join in the fun of playgroup.
Every Tuesday from 9 am to 10.30 in the BER
building at the College.
Contact: Carlie Turnbull 5494 3011

Wedderburn Historical Records
Museum, Inc. (WHRM).
Open Monday-Wednesday 9:30am to 3:00pm
President - Irene Finch (0458 073 080)
Secretary - Alan Mulraney (0429 427 005)
26 High Street, Wedderburn
See us at wedderburnhistorical.com.au

Wedderburn / Korong Vale RSL
(sub-branch)
112 High St, Wedderburn
Open Friday nights from 5:30pm
ALL WELCOME
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Ask Agnes
Often at Scoop we have people asking our advice on all
sorts of topics. In response we have decided to start our own
Agony Aunt Agnes. To have your problems answered email
Agnes at scoop@wedderburnch.org.au

Dear Agnes,

Wanted to buy.
Ford or Holden, in any condition for
Father and Son Project. If you have
anything of interest, please call
Phillip on 0428 858 296

Someone is depositing a mess on my front lawn most
mornings— the type a dog leaves behind. I generally just
clean it up, but the other day I rushed out with the bin in
my bare feet and PJ’s and Squish!.. Guess what I just
stepped in. I suspect my neighbour as he has a dog,
should I approach him to request him to pick it up?
Enduring Elspeth.
Dear Elspeth,
Hmmmm, Unless you see him do it, he can always deny it although
as a next door neighbour he is the first suspect. And he owns a
dog!

MASSAGE

0409 169 360

richardstephenson362@gmail.com

If it was myself, I would ask him but if you can’t, get someone else
to.
You could collect it all and throw it back over the fence in one
smelly lot. Fun and also revenge is best served cold. Dog poo or
not. Or install an in-ground sprinkler system.
Good luck to you Enduring Elspeth.
Agony Agnes.

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE AT
WEDDERBURN COMMUNITY HOUSE
$ 5.00 EACH
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Mon—Fri 6am—5.30pm
Sat
6am—12.30pm
Sun
8am—12.30pm

Open Hours.
Mon – Fri: 8 am-5 pm
Saturday/ Sunday: Closed
Ph.: 54943334
Mob: 0400350711
77 High Street
Wedderburn

SERVICES AVAILABLE:

HOURS: Monday to Friday
8am—4.30pm
***Every second Friday we
close at Midday***















Adult vaccinations
Childhood immunisations
Check up and medicals
Baby growth & development.
Cancer screening & Skin checks
Counselling
Electrocardiography
Spirometry
Liquid Nitrogen Freezing therapy
Minor Therapy
Pregnancy Testing
Pap Smears
Nutritional advice.
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 Mobile Phone Recharges
 Toys and Games
 Account Payments

KurracaBurN Heights
Boutique Accommodation
Bruce & Michelle Hargreaves

1 Hospital Street
Wedderburn Victoria 3518
Phone: 0427 943596
Email: michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au
Website: www.kurracaburnheights.com.au

Cahills Barristers and Solicitors
Attending Wedderburn every second
Thursday 11.30am – 1.30pm.
By Appointment Only.
At the premises at 73 High St, Wedderburn.
For appointment contact Doug Cahill on 0428 507 138
or Cahills Solicitors, Bendigo on 54439344

E HARGREAVES & SONS
Bruce Hargreaves trading as E E Hargreaves & Sons
MBA 1413 DB-U 21036
ABN 52 619 044 373
Registered Master Builder specialising in building and construction work, extensions and renovations, glazing, window repairs, new homes, renovations, garages, carports, decks, and pergolas. Please contact for a quote.
1 Hospital St Wedderburn Vic 3518
m. 0419 598 092 |p. 03 5494 3596
Email b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au

 Great Birthday Giftlines &
Cards
 Watches and Wallets

 Bank @ Post



Working W/Children
Check
 Office & School
Stationary
 Passports & Photos
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1300 29 77 15 | jacksondigital.com.au

No job too small—Prompt Friendly & Professional Service

