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May Editorial
Marg van Veen
As the Covid 19 restrictions continue we are seeing many changes
around us. We are discovering new ways to accomplish tasks,
keep in contact with our community , develop new hobbies and
interests, spend quality time with the family, and most interesting of
all discover qualities within ourselves that we were unaware of.
It is amazing to see the capital cities around the world, with clean
air, clean water and wild animals wandering the streets. How quickly nature recovers when people are removed from the picture.
Hopefully from this experience we do not rush back into the world
we new before, but take this chance to make it better. Learn from
what we are seeing and experiencing as individuals, families, communities and a global population, and work towards a brighter future for our children and grandchildren.
Take this time to work in your garden, read, learn a new craft, and
take the amazing opportunities available to do virtual tours online
of the worlds best museums, zoos, concerts at the MET, you can
even tour the moon. Your options to experience and learn are endless.
However for some in our community, this difficult time will bring
many confronting issues to a head. It must be a hard road to travel
for those suffering stress, mental illness, addictions and domestic
violence. For those needing support;

- Lifeline. 131114
- Headspace 1800 650 890
- Kids Help Line 1800 55 1800
- Men’s Line 1800 789 978
- Sane 1800 187 263
- Carers Australia 1800 242 636
- Beyond Blue 1300 224 636
If you would like the details and meeting dates of your community
group on the monthly events calendar or if you would like to have an
article published, then please contact Wedderburn Community House
by the 20th of each month on: 5494 3489 ,
Or you can email your details to:
wedderburnnewsletter@gmail.com.au
Community and Volunteer group details are advertised free.
Please try to write articles in a format we can transfer easily such
as Word or Publisher and ads or posters need to be in a finished
format and saved as Word, Publisher or Jpeg.
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AN ANZAC DAY WE WILL NEVER FORGET
Candle lights flickered in the morning darkness, lighting up the faces of the many people across the Loddon Shire standing at the
end of their driveways, to commemorate those who have served. The silence
was broken by the sounds of a lone trumpeter, as Jake Murphy played the Last
Post over the loud speaker system at Wedderburn College.
At 11.00am Jake joined veteran musician Howard Matthews at Howard’s home
up on the hill in Hospital Street to play a trio of Anzac songs including the Last
Post and the National Anthem. Jake played the trumpet and Howard played
the euphonium, their instruments of choice in the various Brass bands they
are members of.
United on the hill, their powerful chorus echoed across the township. People
emerged from their homes to listen to the dynamic duo; cars stopped and
people respectfully stood by their vehicles in silence; captivated by the Last
Post and patriotic hymns.
Something quite magical transposed as the two musicians played side by side.
The 70 year age gap was a beautiful reminder that ANZAC day respects,
honours and remembers our past, present and future members of the
Australian Defence Force.
Thank you Howard and Jake for the tribute. Lest we forget.

ANONYMOUS LETTERBOX BISCUIT DROP
The idea of an anonymous letterbox biscuit drop was conceived because ANZAC services around the nation could not be held in
the usual format as a community gathering. ANZAC day is an important national day to honour and remember the sacrifices of all
Australian Defence Force servicemen, servicewomen and their families and we wanted our local RSL members and families to
know we were thinking of them. Furthermore, with social isolation restrictions, we felt we could extend the
much revered ANZAC legacy of ‘look out for your mate’ to include broader members of the community to
let them know, they too were in our thoughts.
Several unidentified locals cooked the ‘Lest We Forget’ biscuits and delivered them to letterboxes on Friday and Saturday, April 24th and 25th. With ingredients difficult to obtain, not every person could be included in the Wedderburn ‘drop-off’ so we tried to think of people connected to the RSL and people either
living alone or who perhaps don’t have family living close by. We would love to have given every local
some ANZAC biscuits but for those who missed out, we have included the recipe for you.
The people behind the deliveries were very excited by the number of poppies displayed on letterboxes
and front gates around town. Many people had made a real effort to honour our ANZACs, with not only poppies, but also
Australian Flags flying out the front of their homes and wreaths laid at the Wedderburn Soldiers’ Memorial cenotaph.
The anonymous crew hope a smile was brought to many faces when they discovered their letterbox biscuit surprise. We hope the
gesture made people in our community realise they are remembered and valued. Lest We Forget.
The ANZAC biscuit recipe is included on page 10.

QI Quiz Questions;
1.

Boob Day in Spain is what day in Australia and Britain?

2.

Who sailed in a ship called Queen Anne’s Revenge?

3.

Saponification is the process that makes what common
product?

4.

The colours of the Olympic rings are blue, red, green, yellow
and what?

5.

Detective Phillip Marlow smokes what brand of cigarettes?

6.

Fidelity Bravery integrity is which organisation’s motto?

7.

Who was the first black entertainer to win an Emmy award?

8.

Anthony Daniels plays which character in the Star Wars movies,
and provides the voice in the animated series and radio show?

9.

What is the world’s most widely used vegetable?

10.

What type of animal is a vmi-vmi?

Answers page 19
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ACCESS TO ALL YOU FAVOURITE BOOKS,
MAGAZINES AND MORE WITH GOLDFEILDS LIBRARY.
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EDUCATING WEDDERBURN IN THE 1970’S
In January 1971, the Education Department appointed me to Wedderburn High School. Understanding the difficulty of obtaining accommodation in small country towns, Mum and I set off for Wedderburn the next morning. We met Mrs Kath Lockhart, who had converted the red brick house on the Korong Vale Road into three flats. I rented one for $16 per week. From there I headed to the bank,
where Lois Tonkin quickly ascertained that I was “one of the new teachers”. In minutes I had a bank account and an invitation to the
next meeting of the Wedderburn Young Farmers Club.
School began in early February. Mr Lindsay Fremantle was
Principal, Peter Campbell, who
was new to the school was
Senior Master. Mrs Heather
Douglass was Senior Mistress
and Lyn Daw was the French
teacher. The eight remaining
teachers were all graduate
teachers. Mrs Desma Somerville and Mrs Dorrie Curnow
worked in the Library. Robyn
Collison was the secretary,
receptionist, bookkeeper, first
aider and anything else she
was asked to do. Photo shows
staff, 1972. I cannot find my
1971 photo!
The students started with a
whole school assembly. The multipurpose room was full of students, from memory about 230 of them. The new teachers sat on the
stage and were introduced to the students. My maiden name was Laurie. Mr Fremantle told the students they would have to find out
if I was related to Bill Lawry, the Australian cricketer. My nickname became “Bill”. Thank you, Mr Fremantle.
After assembly, we went off to Form Assembly. I had 22 Year 7 students in Room 2. We had to take down full names and date of
birth of our charges. A few weeks later, when no additional staff were appointed, the two Year 7 classes were combined into one. I
now had 44 students in my Year 7 Geography class. I did not know what hit me!
The workloads of first year teachers were horrific. I was 21 and had responsibility for teaching Years 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12 Geography.
A friend and I swapped Year 9 History and Geography, so I taught Year 9 History too. We had two spare periods per week and
house sport of Friday afternoons. The girls had their sports tunics checked for length. The inexperienced teachers became umpires
of softball, netball, cricket, football and tennis. At the swimming sports, we quickly learned how to be timekeepers, judges and record
keepers. Mrs Flo McHugh was the chief diving judge and her assistance was invaluable.
Wedderburn College has undergone many physical changes. The ‘Cookery Centre’ is still where it was and the Canteen, too. The
Canteen had been built with locally raised funds. Everyone was proud of this asset. The staffroom was the lunchroom, meeting room
and interview room. Small desks lined the walls with a table in the centre of the room. Most of the teachers were smokers and the
room filled with a smoke haze at recess and lunchtime. Among the Year 9 boys, their favourite smoking venue was a gully up in the
bush at the back of the school, well away from the yard duty teacher’s beat.
The highlight of my first year at Wedderburn College was Speech Night. Garry Marshall (Year 11) mentioned he had a famous uncle,
Alan Marshall, the author of “I Can Jump Puddles”. Alan contracted polio as a child and spent a length of time in hospital. By 1971,
Alan was frail and walked with the aid of crutches. He needed assistance to even get onto the stage, but in no time at all had the
audience captivated. Alan spoke of the need to be positive, no matter what ‘curved balls’ life throws us. His message is just as
relevant today as we learn to deal with the challenges of COVID-19.
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CENTRELINK SERVICES.
Call Wedderburn Community House on 54943489 for an
appointment on a Thursday to access the Centrelink services.
OR Visit Charlton Centrelink office Monday to Friday 9-10.30am
located at Getley Real estate Office in High street.

FREE LEGAL SERVICE
The Bendigo Advertiser recently shared a story about a
group which which has begun offering free legal advice as
people try to navigate the uncharted waters of the coronavirus pandemic.
Petersen Westbrook Cameron has begun offering free
services twice a week and is being joined by a range of
organisations including Altitude Accounting, Reign Legal,
IPSUM Advisors and The Anna Centre.
Experts in real estate law, employment law, contract law
and debt advice are booking appointments by phone or
video chat, principal PWC lawyer Greg Westbrook said.
Businesses and workers need employment advice, divorced parents want to navigate custody of their children
and everyone wants to know what they can expect if they
need a loan from the bank, Mr Westbrook said.

"Right now, we have 32 new cases between landlords and
tenants that we are working through, these are complex
issues that are difficult to navigate" he said.
"We've also got people who are, to be honest, thinking
about their own mortality. they want to make sure their
wills and estates are in order.
Appointments through the Lend a Hand Bendigo clinic can
be made by calling 5443 9499.
A website is also in the works and expected to be
launched soon, Mr Westbrook said.

VICROAD SERVICES ONLINE DURING COVID 19
To ensure services can continue during the restrictions, Vicroads have developed their website to be
able to process most licences, registrations, etc online.
Click on this link to access the service.
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
All you need to do is register yourself on the service, then complete forms online. There are also phone
contacts for those who do not have internet.
For those services not available online, such as Fire Arms Licenses, call Wedderburn Community House
on 54943489 to arrange an appointment to come into the centre.
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OUT OF ADVERSITY COMES OPPORTUNITY
It has been fascinating to see some of the ways people have dealt with celebrations and adversity throughout the lockdown phase
of the pandemic. Birthdays have been celebrated by getting all cars passing to toot their horns, or like Neve Nesbit pictured below,
having all your friends included via photos on the wall. Some people like the Community House are using Zoom to have regular
morning cuppas and chat online. Many people are taking this time to finish renovation projects and time consuming art projects like
Mico Zek’s mosaic cat on their kitchen cupboard.
Some of the more intriguing movements that have sprouted from this isolation include the wonderful #ProjectPoppyBox in the
Loddon Shire and the Bin Isolation Outing Facebook group that has now spread world wide. ProjectPoppyBox was the brainchild of
Loddon Visitor information Services, Shelby Hutchinson; and saw people from across the Shire download the poppy image off the
Shires website, cut it out and decorate their letterboxes to show their support to our ANZAC heroes, (pictures on front cover). This
was a wonderful way for people to stay safe but show their support and helped make people in our communities feel they were part
of something special.
On a slightly more bizarre stage, a local Aussie started a Facebook page where people photographed themselves getting dressed
up to take the rubbish bins out to the street. This group soon grew to over a million members and has spawned groups in Holland,
America and Scandinavia. There are now countless videos, street choreographed performances and our very own Melinda
Springthorpe making an appearance on the page. Melinda wasn’t going to let a recent operation slow her down, when she dragged
her bin out to the road, with the help of a crutch, proudly wearing her Collingwood outfit and singing “Good Old Collingwood forever, They know how to play the
game.” Meanwhile Ken was inside
enjoying the good life.

COMMUNITY SHOW SUPPORT AT A TRAGIC TIME FOR POLICE.
The Victoria Police members stationed in Loddon Shire, would like to extend their personal thanks and
acknowledge the support and kindness given by the people throughout our communities, the organisations and
agencies who we have built strong relationships with and many people who wish to remain anonymous.
Your thoughts and sympathetic words have been overwhelming and humbling. The knowledge and reassurance provided personally, by cards, gifts, emails and telephone calls of sympathy has given great comfort to
our members.
It is truly an emotional time where all have been affected by the death of four police officers killed performing
everyday duties protecting Victorians on the Eastern Freeway, Wednesday 22 April 2020.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the families, friends and close colleagues of Leading Senior Constable
Lynette TAYLOR, Senior Constable Kevin KING, Constable Joshua PRESTNEY and Constable Glen HUMPHRIS.
We are grateful for your show of appreciation for the work we do and the respect you have paid our fallen colleagues. We take this
opportunity to thank you and ask that you place the safety of your families, friends, work colleagues and yourself as the priority. So
that everyone is safe.
You may make donations to the families via Police Legacy; www.policelegacyvic.org.au or
Kindest regards,
The Victoria Police Officers and their Families within the Loddon Shire.
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MAYORAL COLUMN
20 April 2020
Loddon Shire COVID-19 updates
Thank you to everyone who played their part in helping to slow the spread of COVID-19 by staying at home this Easter. This was hard for all
of us and certainly very different to any other Easter we have known. The good news is that these measures are working, with no new cases
reported in the Loddon Shire recently.
Remember, if you can stay home, you must stay home. There are only four reasons to leave your home: to shop for essential items, for medical or compassionate needs, to exercise while complying with public gathering requirements and to work and study if you can’t do that at
home.
In last week’s Column I mentioned that Council has developed COVID-19 Financial Hardship Guidelines to assist those impacted by the pandemic. Details of this and ways in which Council is continuing to provide essential services may be found at the dedicated web page relating
to our response to the pandemic: www.loddon.vic.gov.au/covid-19.
Community services
Many people in our community are required to spend time in mandatory quarantine or isolation. This may be because they have a confirmed
case of COVID-19 or have been in close contact with a confirmed case. It may be that they are choosing to self-isolate due to compromised
health or immunity or advanced age.
To assist these people, the government has increased access to Telehealth to enable people to attend medical appointments remotely by
phone or video. People are encouraged to contact their doctor or medical clinic to discuss the options to avoid having to physically attend the
medical clinic.
The doctor can arrange for any prescriptions to be sent to the pharmacy of the patient’s choice to allow prescriptions to be filled and delivered.
Eligible members of the community can receive medication and other essential supplies (under 500 grams) through Australia Post’s Express
Post network, once a month. Contact the pharmacy to discuss what options are available to avoid having to physically attend the outlet.
People in mandatory quarantine or isolation are encouraged to seek assistance from those around them, but not everyone has a strong support network to help them through these difficult times. For those people, the government has made an emergency relief package available
which provides a two-week supply of a range of staple foods. This support is accessed by calling the COVID-19 hotline on 1800 675 398.
If people want to know more about what supports are available, the best way to do this is to visit the DHHS website https://
www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus or call the COVID-19 hotline on 1800 675 398.
Older residents, and those under 65 with a disability who are not in receipt of an NDIS package, who require some additional assistance with
getting groceries and other supplies at this time, are encouraged to contact Council’s Community Care Department on 5494 1201 to discuss
how the Commonwealth Home Support Program or the Home and Community Care Program for Younger People (HACCPYP) may be able to
assist.
We know that concern around the COVID-19 outbreak or dealing with self-isolation and the many changes in our work and social lives can
impact on our mental health and wellbeing. It is understandable that during times like this, people may be feeling worried and anxious. A
range of mental health and wellbeing supports are now available on the Loddon Healthy Minds Network https://
www.loddonhealthyminds.com.au/covid-19
Federal Member for Mallee, Anne Webster MP
While travel through the electorate of Mallee is currently on hold for our local member Anne Webster MP, she is still available to speak to her
constituents via other methods such as Facetime, Skype for Business, Zoom or telephone.
Residents can contact Anne’s office by email, anne.webster.mp@aph.gov.au or by phoning 5021 5987.
Digital Opportunities Roadshow
Small Business Victoria, in partnership with the Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, is hosting free workshops across regional Victoria to help small businesses make the most of the digital economy as well as reduce their cybersecurity risks.
Now, more than ever, small businesses need to build digital skills across a range of areas to remain competitive and stay safe. Topics covered will include: developing an online presence, understanding and using digital tools and managing a cybersecurity and safety plan.
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Workshops will now be delivered fully online via Zoom with a regional format. Sessions in our region include Inglewood (27 April), Kyabram (6
May), Maryborough (6 May) and Swan Hill (26 May).
Visit the website for a full list of workshops and booking information www.business.vic.gov.au/events-workshops-and-mentoring/digitalopportunities-roadshow. Bookings are essential. For questions contact VCCI customer service on (03) 8662 5333 or email
hsw@victorianchamber.com.au.
Stay in touch with the library
All Goldfields Library branches and agencies are currently closed, but the organisation still has a vital role to play in community connectedness
and wellbeing.
The eLibrary is always open and members can browse the extensive collection and use resources by logging in using their library card and
PIN. Resources include ebooks and audio ebooks, magazines, family history resources, movies and music. New content is being added regularly. The Library may be contacted by email for help with PIN numbers or memberships.
There are also fun and educational events for all ages online. These include author talks, expert workshops, activities for children and young
adults and music performances. Most events are free and some require booking. Visit the library website for details https://
goldfieldslibraries.com/.
ANZAC Day
This year ANZAC Day, as with Easter, has been very different to previous years.. All ANZAC Day ceremonies were cancelled, including those
taking place in significant sites overseas.
ANZAC Day is a significant day for all Australians and is a time to pause for private reflection. A revised ceremony was held at the Australian
War Memorial which will not be open to the public. Australians were encouraged to watch the service which were televised by the ABC and
streamed online.
Wreaths were laid by representatives on behalf of veterans and the Australian people. This allowed a dignified commemoration without endangering the health of our veterans and the community.

Library services & Local Government Services
The Goldfields Library Corporation has advised that its rural agencies are closed. Borrowbox is available for borrowing books
online. Download the free “borrowbox” app and use your library membership number for access. New memberships can be
done quickly and easily online. Borrowbox is very simple to use.
Discussions are being held with the remaining library agencies about their service availability due to the agencies being
co-located in buildings with other services.
Essential services such as waste, community safety, building and planning, and public amenities will continue to operate.
However, service and staff levels will be continually monitored and our community will be notified of any additional changes.
Residents and customers are encouraged to use phone or email in the first instance.
Community care services are being reviewed to determine how they can still deliver services while protecting the vulnerable
residents in their care as well as their staff. Some activities such as social support groups and centre-based meals will be
suspended for now, while others will be modified in response to changing requirements. Clients will be contacted for
individual changes and staff will undertake specific training to meet the evolving situation.
The Visitor Information Centre at Wedderburn has been closed. Phone and email enquiries will be responded to – on 03 5494
3489 or loddonvisitorinformation@loddon.vic.gov.au.
In line with advice from the Victorian Government and Chief Health Officer, services will continue to operate for aged and
disability care, immunisation, early years services (kindergartens will remain open upon advice from Department Education
and Training), maternal and child health services, and emergency management.
Again, we will aim to keep information about Council services up to date on our website, and we will be contactable by phone or
email if you have any questions.
I am confident that our community will work together and help each other out during this time, please be kind and support those
around us where possible.
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CUPPA WITH A KOOKA
Birds Australia is currently running #cuppa with the birds: The organization asks you to
pop out into the backyard with your cuppa and observe the birds in your area. For information on how to report your list see birdsinbackyards.net
The Birds in Backyards survey occurs March to April and the website has lots of resources for individuals, councils, schools and children to take part in the survey.
Birds in Backyards Program is a research, education and conservation program that is
designed to address the loss of wild bird species,
particularly small bird species, that live where people live. From large cities to small townships, backyards, gardens, parks and streetscapes to schoolyards or domestic and utility areas on farms or
industrial estates, Birds in Backyards, with
the help of local communities, undertakes
scientific research and disseminates the
results directly back into the communities
that need to know, providing accurate information and community education opportunities.
Kids - of all ages! - can join in with bird-watching too. Birds Australia
have developed a range of activity books to read, explore and enjoy.
With maps, mazes and other activities they are sure to be entertained.
Try some Bird Bingo!
These activities and more can be found on the Birds Australia website. http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/content/article/Keep-your-kidschirpy-home-these-activities

COMMUNITY CENTRE CLOSURE
To stop the spread in the community of Covid 19, the organisations that partner in the Wedderburn Community Centre have decided to close the Centre until further notice. This closure includes;


Loddon Visitor Information services, IDHS visiting services, Bendigo Health services, Employment services, Centrelink and
Vicroads, Goldfields Library, Wedderburn Community House, Child & Maternal Health services, Gymnasium, Op shop,
Bingo, Access to internet café, all courses (certificate or leisure), Community lunches & catering services.

We will continue to share any support services available and updates on the State of Emergency via Scoop & Scuttlebutt and facebook. Some services will contact their clients to make alternative arrangements, such as employment agency meetings via the
phone.
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National Volunteer Week
The theme for 2020 is “Changing Communities. Changing Lives.” This year it is more
important than ever to recognise and acknowledge our volunteers. National Volunteer
Week 2020 will be held on Monday 18 May – Sunday 24″ May 2020,
but with online ac
tivities and events, instead of in person ones this year.
Phil’s volunteer role at Inglewood and Districts Health Service has changed slightly since Covid-19 and current regulations were
put in place. Phil is a volunteer driver who assists community members to attend medical appointments within the shire or further
afield. There is a strong demand for our medical transport service which had nine drivers pre-Covid-19 and is now operating with
four drivers for dialysis and severe cases, Phil is still driving
two days a week. He feels safe still driving while there isn’t a
threat of community Covid-19 cases. He says the car is
thoroughly cleaned before and after use and both people in
the car wear masks and use hand sanitiser.
Phil has previously worked in mining and was out of work
when he began volunteering at IDHS. He has now retired to
Bridgewater. He says it would be great to have some more
volunteer drivers to take the pressure off when drivers are sick
or unavailable. At these times Phil can clock up to 1200kms in
6 days in his role. A friend who is a volunteer driver introduced
Phil to the medical transport role, which he has enjoyed doing
for the past twelve months and says he finds it very rewarding. Phil says it is really worthwhile doing, he’s filling a need in
the community and he enjoys being connected to the IDHS
staff who he says are a nice group of people.
Apart from being a safe driver, being punctual and having
good communication skills are also important when travelling with clients and getting them to their appointments on time. He is
surprised to be still meeting new people even after so much time in the role. Phil mainly picks up people from Wedderburn and
Inglewood at the moment. Phil says Deb does a great job

coordinating the trips, which must be difficult at times with up

to 3 clients juggling times and the appointment lengths can be unpredictable. At these times, Phil often fills in time at a coffee
shop. Phil is one of the many valued members of the IDHS team travelling across the Loddon Shire supporting his community in
an important volunteer role, (pictured with Joan Steel).

Events & programs postponed/cancelled due to Covid19
Storytime (now online), Playgroup, Indoor bowls, Patchwork, Singing group, Men’s shed, April Market/Vintage car show, Annual May Swap Meet (Steam Engine Club), Strength training, Rex Cinema, Loddon Wellbeing group, Second Hand High Tea,
Bingo, Op Shop, Silver smithing & lapidary, Social Dance Classes, Guitar lessons, Customer Service Workshop
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Life Coaching
Counselling
Weight consultancy

Bill Knight & Ann Lambert

Crystal healing
Spiritual Healing
Massage
Sports Injuries
Head massage
Deep Tissue Massage
Neck and shoulder Massage
Ear candling
Waxing and all body waxing
Tarot Readings
Psychic Readings

28 Calder Highway
Wedderburn
Opening hours
9.30 am to 9.30 pm
Monday to Saturday:
Ph: 9762 7713
Mobile: Ann 0400 814 517
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BACK WITH BLAZEAID AGAIN
I managed to spend a couple weeks back in Wedderburn before heading off once again to volunteer with Blazeaid. My plan had
been to go to the camp at Lexton and be closer to home, but they had more than enough volunteers
as it was the closest location to Melbourne. I chose the next closest camp at Kingston SE in South
Australia.
The Keilira Fire on 1st January 2020 burnt 22,854 Ha and was being called “the forgotten fire” as
much more attention was focused on fires in NSW at that time.
Kingston SE Blazeaid camp commenced on 27 January with volunteers
working on the Keilira farms 45km away. It was estimated that over
70km of boundary fencing had been lost. A large number of livestock
had also perished in the fire.
Each Blazeaid camp’s first basic task is to clear burnt fencing. The farm I
worked on had an amazing wire roller attached to the front of a tractor.
Our task was to disconnect all the wires from the burnt posts (or what
remained of them) , remove the melted and very twisted plastic droppers, then lay out all 6 wires for
the machine to do the work. It was the first time I have not had to roll up burnt wire by hand.
At each Blazeaid camp I have had opportunity to learn and practice new skills. This time I learned
the art and science of hanging gates. I also learned that different members of a farming family have
different methods of hanging gates! Our team worked in tandem with fencing contractors who put in
the new posts and ran out plain and barbed wire. Our job was to attach the wires and twitch on new plastic droppers. The contractors were impressed that our teams were able to keep up with them.
Blazeaid teams performed many many kilometers of “twitching”, older members did the top three or four and delegated the bottom ones to the young backpackers! Getting up from ground level many hundreds of times a day can be tough physical work.
I was also on the post pulling team working with a tractor, my job attaching the chain to burnt stumps that we had to sometimes
dig out of the ground to locate them. Huge wombat holes were a hazard for walking round and vehicles and tractors also had to
negotiate them.
It was a great day when we completed a boundary fence and the newly configured gates which would allow bigger farm machinery through, as well as allowing access to laneways for moving the cattle.
Although Blazeaid still has a number of operational camps they are all currently operating on skeleton crews who were in place
prior to Coronavirus restrictions and are not taking any volunteers until restrictions are lifted.
. Annette Robertson
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JUST BECAUSE YOU’RE STUCK AT HOME DOESN’T MEAN
YOU CAN’T KEEP ACTIVE.
Inglewood and Districts Health Service Community Services
In response to the potential risks the Coronavirus poses to our staff, residents, patients, volunteers
and the broader community, Inglewood and Districts Health Service have put several
precautions and plans in place to protect our community.
DHS is taking an extremely cautious approach to manage the current situation relating to
Coronavirus Infection (COVID-19)
IDHS take the safety of our staff and our community therefore we are taking steps to reduce risk.
Through the IDHS Facebook page we will keep you regularly updated about our community
service programs or you can phone reception on 54317000 for further information.
Counselling - Clients only to be seen at IDHS – no home visits, and phone consults will be
available where possible. Exercise Groups/ Programs- Groups cancelled. As part of the Premier’s
Active April, live streams and videos will be available to assist people to access programs at
home. These can be viewed via the IDHS Facebook Page. Check them out, they are wonderful.

DIABETES IN LODDON SHIRE
Did you know the catchment area for Inglewood & Districts Health Service has the highest rate of chronic illness in Victoria?
One of them is diabetes…
What is diabetes? Part 1
Let’s look at it from this angle…
We all know for a car to function it needs fuel, right?
… So does our body, obtaining its fuel from food.
Food is converted into energy called glucose, and is sent to our blood stream for our cells to use.
Cells are like jigsaw pieces, put all the pieces together and you get a heart, liver, skin, bones, etc. Just like a jigsaw, put the all
the pieces together and you get the picture
For cells to get glucose from the bloodstream, it needs a method of transport and so, uses a hormone called insulin.
Insulin is like a taxi cab –the taxi/insulin picks up the glucose
we go…

and delivers it to the cell; it’s energized and away

But what happens if our cells can’t access this glucose?
Our blood stream starts to become burdened with a buildup of glucose and the cells start to malfunction or die from starvation.
Thirst, hunger, confusion, fatigue, mood changes, blurry vision, slow to heal, tingling/pain/numbness in hands of feet are some
of the common symptoms.
….to be continued
If you have any questions, feel free to contact the diabetes educator either by email or phone, a response will be published
anonymously.
email: mclark@idhs.vic.gov.au P: 03 54317000
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“GARDENING IS NOT OUR WHOLE LIFE BUT IT MAKES OUR LIFE WHOLE”
Wedderburn Garden Club would like our community at this “Stay at Home” time to get fresh air, sunshine and exercise in their
gardens.
Tom from Greentime Nursery at St.Arnaud shares his knowledge with us on what to do in our gardens this Autumn.
Autumn brings cool air into our nights and that loving memory of knowing in a couple months’ time the rakes will be out working
overtime to clean the colourful mass that our deciduous trees deliver.
With so much leaf material around, consider making a leaf bin. A simple design such as chicken wire around some stakes will
suffice. Once leaves are accumulated, spray them down with water and in six to nine months you will have your own leaf mould
to use as mulch or to work into the soil.
With the heat looking like its finally passed, there is still plenty of time to plant the brassica seedlings with broccoli and cabbage
among the most popular.
Trim any summer and autumn flowering shrubs once they have come to the end of there show, as well as cut back any untidy
perennials which also gives you the chance to dig up and divide.
Move any frost tender plants to a protected spot and remember to cover any of those frost sensitive trees and shrubs.
Get on top of those winter weeds by hoeing back into the soil or by smothering with a layer of mulch.
Plant those spring flowering bulbs.
Look out for snails, use a pet safe pellet to protect your vegie and flower seedlings. Dipel is a great safe option for the use on
your brassicas to stop cabbage moths and caterpillars.
With temperatures starting to fall, keep a close eye on how much water you give to your indoor plants. In the cooler months
their potting mix can become waterlogged easily. The best approach is to let the mix dry out.
Start preparing holes for planting bare rooted roses, fruit and ornamental trees which are usually available in June. Choose your
spot and dig over the area about a spades depth and 2 times the expected root ball width, then till through compost or manure.
Happy gardening.

Plant in May
HERBS – plant chives, coriander, garlic, lemongrass, marjoram, mint, oregano, parsley, rosemary, shallots, tarragon and thyme.
FRUIT & VEGETABLE – plant broad bean, beetroot, cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, Chinese broccoli, Chinese cabbage, English
spinach, leek, lettuce, onion, parsnip, potatoes, silver beet, swede and turnip.

IS THAT AN ORCHID OR A GRASS I SEE?
Wedderburn's Orchid season is off with a bang this year. Several varieties of Greenhood are up and flowering, with many more to come, and a midge orchid - doing its best dried-grass-seed impersonation.
The Maroon hood has tall-stem, but with up to 10 tiny flowers is quite
special. The flowers are smaller than your little finger-nail, while the
Autumn Greenhood is the opposite end of the scale. Single flowers, but
what a size. From the tips of its 'forks' (the non-technical term) to the
base of the flower its around 5cm. Then its back to the macro orchids..
the midge orchid. Not common. Hard to see. Difficult to photograph
well.
Midge orchid

Autumn greenhood

Maroon greenhood
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Goldfields Library Remote Learning
Are you assisting your children with studying at home for the first time? With your library membership you have access
to many helpful online resources through the Goldfields eLibrary. Just visit https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/elibrary
Need help with teaching maths or literacy skills? Have a look at
. There are pre-school and primary school age-appropriate activities to help with learning. Subjects also include Geography, History, Science and
Music.

has a variety of options for children for reading and videos, these include early readers, chapter
books, graphic novels, non-fiction books, books in other languages and short documentary videos from National Geographic.
Want to keep up their language skills? Try
or
to learn languages such as
French, Spanish, Mandarin, Japanese or even Pirate for some fun! Languagenut has basic vocabulary options while
Mango has more advanced options.

Finally, touch typing is recommended as one of the key skills children in upper Primary and lower Secondary school can build during this period at home – helping to prepare them for typed examinations down the track.
Visit Typing Tournament Online for an engaging typing course!
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WEDDERBURN COLLEGE GOES ONLINE
We aren’t ‘closed’ …. We are teaching and learning ‘remotely’.
There has been a lot of discussion about closing schools, home schooling and remote learning in this time of the pandemic.
The temporary transition from students walking or busing to school every day, playing together, sitting in desks near each other under the eagle eye of their teachers to learning at home via computers and saving work in the cloud is a bit daunting.
Fear not … students, teachers and parents have been using these tools for a while now and the facilities are here for almost everyone to use.
In the temporary system, Wedderburn College is continuing classes and education. A small number of students who meet the strict
eligibility criteria are attending school and are being supervised by teachers and classroom aides. Most teachers and staff are working from home unless rostered on to supervise.
Most students are downloading work or using booklets sent to their homes from their teachers, available every Monday morning, and
uploading their work the end of the week. This includes English, Reading and Writing, Maths, Science, Humanities, Art, Indonesian,
Health and P.E., whatever subjects they would have been doing.
Teachers have been allocated a small group of students and phone their households every school day to check in with the students
and their families. Sometimes teachers will hold group meetings online with small groups or the whole class. Ms Tanya Chalmers
has organized online “Story time with Mrs Tanya” for her Preps (Foundation) and Grade 1 class to continue the vital work of learning
to read.
The School Library is open and students or families can contact Hilary MacKay, the Librarian, to change books with a pickup and
delivery service available.
The school uses an online organizational system called Compass, which incorporates timetables, communication, record keeping,
reports and curriculum. This has been the basis for communication between school and families for several years. We will even be
having Parent/Teacher/Students conversations shortly (over the phone) as feedback for Term 1’s work.
The school has provided laptop computers and support to students who require them to access work, as they would have any other
time at school.

eBook Review with Librarian Lynne
Are you looking for your next captivating novel?
Lynne has a book recommendation for you – available on BorrowBox as an audiobook, reserve your copy today!
https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/elibrarybooksaudio
The Ruin, by Dervla McTiernan
eAudiobook
The Ruin is a great police murder mystery with fascinating plot threads that the characters weave in and out of.
Set in Ireland the author captures a wonderful sense of time and place and she doesn't shy away from the dark and
disturbing. A book of lies and secrets, the man of the moment is Detective Cormac Reilly who is drawn back to a case
he has worked on in his earlier career when he discovered the dead body of a woman in her crumbling Georgian home…the two children she left
behind still haunt his memories.
Each and every character adds intrigue, suspicion, hidden agendas and background to the story. The plotting is very clever which ensures that
this is a captivating read from the first page to last. I think readers who are drawn to police procedurals or crime novels are going to really enjoy
this one. It’s well written and full of suspense and the next installment of the Cormac Reilly series is just as good!

Wedderburn’s Foodbank is available if you are in crisis.
Call the Community House on 54943489 and leave your details, or talk
to staff. We can organise a pick up time.
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Holy Trinity Wedderburn, Anglican Parish of Charlton-Donald – May 2020
The Good Shepherd, his sheep and going through the gate
“The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and
his sheep follow him because they know his voice.
Therefore Jesus said again, "Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go
out, and find pasture. 10b I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10: 1 - 10
The readings from the Bible for the Fourth Sunday of Easter include Psalm 23 and the above passage, so you could say that “It is
all about the Shepherd. In fact, traditionally, this day in the church calendar is known as “Good Shepherd Sunday,” because each
year the Church presents us with our Lord Jesus’ beautiful description in the first section, of himself as a shepherd who has tender, merciful love for his sheep. In the second section, he describes himself as the gate and later, He will say, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through me”. John 14:6
Now remember that in Jesus time, there was not a sheep dog to assist, so the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep
was even more important. To protect the flock, to guide them, to lead them in the right direction and care for them, to come to
him. This is what Jesus was talking about and explaining to the Pharisees.
There are two sheep stories that come to mind for me.
Firstly, Shaun the Sheep, the main character in a clay animation television series. Now Shaun is a young and clever sheep who
leads his flock at a small farm called Mossy Bottom Farm. There is a dog in the story, Bitzer and The Farmer. Now, stay with me
here, I am going to suggest that while The Farmer and Bitzer do their best to look after the flock, in this story it is Shaun who leads
the flock. Yes, he does seem to lead them into all sorts of scrapes and scraps. But he always keeps them safe and has their best
interests at heart. I know that at times, Shaun and his flock do run rings around their poor sheepdog Bitzer. And the Farmer does
not seem to find out what's going on behind his back. But the leader, the Shepherd figure is definitely Shaun. He is the one that
the sheep listen to. He is the one who the sheep follow. He is kind and caring, as well as being unconventional – unlike anyone
else. Just like Jesus.
And the other sheep story is the classic, Babe. It was on television on the weekend, which refreshed my memory of this movie.
Babe, the pig who comes to believe that he can be a sheepdog, also has a farmer in the story. But once again, I think that Babe is
the one that the sheep see as their shepherd. Babe is unconventional - unlike everyone else. Just like Jesus. Babe is the one that
leads the sheep to trust, respect and love for the other animals on the farm. He leads them through the gate – by asking them
nicely. No barking or biting – Babe just asks them nicely.
The sheep know their shepherd’s voice and follow him willingly. They will not follow a stranger whose voice they do not recognise.
It might help to know that in Biblical times, just as on the farm where Babe made his home, there was a large sheepfold with a
strong door. Up in the hills, however, sheepfolds were not as substantial. Instead of a well-made door, they have only an opening.
The shepherd makes his bed in the opening—blocks the opening with his body—protects the sheep with his life. He is the door to
the sheepfold.
For us, this passage tells us that Jesus is the gate by which the sheep enter into salvation and go out to find pasture. When we
relate this example to ourselves, Jesus is the gate by which we enter into salvation and go on to find true and eternal life. As we
bring our lives into alignment with Jesus, He blesses us with abundant life. That does not necessarily mean health or wealth. It
means abundance, which has more to do with what is in our hearts than with what is in our hands.
And this is what the sheep in both stories have as well: love, protection, guidance and all in abundance. They are lead through the
gate.
Services:
Please be advised that public church services at Holy Trinity, Wedderburn are pausing for the time being. Written worship and
prayer material along with links for online worship services are available. Please contact me if you would like more information
about these options.

Reverend Judi Bird

0435 593 359

judithblackbird@outlook.com
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Take away Update
Last updated 24/03/2020. These details can change and it is advised you ring the business beforehand.
Wedderburn
24 Karat Cafe - Take away only. Call 0477 895 693. Follow their Facebook & Instagram for updates.
Caltex Wedderburn - Operating as per normal. Take away food only. Call 5494 3079.
Wedderburn Fish & Chips - Take away only. Call 5494 3614. Follow their Facebook for updates
Wedderburn Hotel - Take away pizzas only Monday. Call 5494 3008. Follow their Facebook for updates
Korong Vale
Scully's Korong Vale Hotel - Take away only. Call 5494 7300. Follow their Facebook for updates.
Logan
Logan Pub - Open for take-aways. Follow their Facebook for updates.
Inglewood
Cousin Jacks Bakehouse - Take away only. Call 0417 550 306. Follow their Facebook for updates.
The Fat Butcher - Operating as per normal, offering take away coffee. Call 5438 3039. Follow their Facebook for updates.
Sassy Sarah's Kitchen (Royal Hotel) - Delivery and take away available Tuesday to Sunday. Call 5465 6020 or 0477 127
177. Follow their Facebook for updates.
Steve's Empire State Hotel - Take away, commencement date to be announced. Call 5438 3050. Follow
their Facebook for updates.
Boort
Boort Lakeside Cafe - Trading as normal, take away food only. Call 5455 2139. Follow their Facebook for updates.
Commercial Hotel - Closed until further notice. Follow their Facebook for updates.
Godfrey & Bear Cafe - Take away only between 8am - 12pm. Call 5455 2191. Follow their Facebook & Instagram for updates.
Bridgewater on Loddon
Bridgewater Bakehouse - Trading as normal, take away food only. Call 5437 3404. Follow their Facebook for updates.

Bridgewater Caltex - Trading as normal, take away food only. Call 5437 3042.
Bridgewater Hotel - Closed until further notice. Follow their Facebook for updates.

Answers to the Quiz.
1. 1st April-April Fools Day.

2.. Blackbeard.

7. Harry Belafonte.8. C-3PO. 9. Onion.

3. Soap.

10. Very small pig.

4. Black.

5. Camels. 6. FBI.
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Uniting Church
Contacts: Wendy Ward; 0427 943 028
Ruth Maxwell; 0427 058 544
Janice McEwen; 0487 659 175
Uniting Church, High St. Wedderburn.

Catholic Church
Service times / dates to be listed on the notice
board outside the Catholic Church
For further Information :
Louise: 0409 463011
Joan: 0409 800 631

Church of Christ
Worship service Sundays 11am
After School club, Wednesdays.
Run by Debbie & Graham Milne.
Church of Christ.
Cnr. Reef St. & Wilson St.
Contact Ian Hall 54943149.

Holy Trinity Anglican Church
Enquiries: Rev. Judi Bird 0435 593 359

In Her Shoes Ministries
Wednesdays 7.30pm
77 Wilson street, Wedderburn
0414 866 909

Wedderburn Senior Citizens
Lunch Monday’s 12 Noon
Lorraine Kell 5495 1979

Country Women’s Assoc.
Second Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm.
At the Senior Citizens Clubrooms.
Contact Rosie 0427 947 339 or
Stacey 0437 943 628

Wedderburn Conservation
Management Network
If you would like to become involved in caring
for our local environment, join the WCMN.
Meets 1st Tuesday of each month
At Wedderburn Community House, 7pm.
Contact Trudy Nelsson : 0419 800 980

20
Wedderburn Men’s Shed
Wedderburn Men’s Shed is always happy to see new faces. The Men’s Shed is located on Racecourse Road at the
Engine Rally Sheds.
9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursdays

Lions Club
Lions Club meets the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of each month. 7.30pm
At the Lions Clubrooms: Mechanics Institute
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME.
Contact Leo Matthews (President) 0427901006

Wedderburn Bias Bowls
Every Monday 7.00pm at the
Mechanics’ Hall Supper Room
Anyone of any age is welcome to come along,
join in the fun and meet new friends.
If you would like to know more, come along on a Monday night, see what is involved
and find out more details.

Wedderburn Library
Monday to Friday
9am—5pm at W’burn Community Centre,
Wilson St, Wedderburn. 5494 3489

Wedderburn Play Group
Wedderburn College extends a warm welcome
to all families in our community to come along
and join in the fun of playgroup.
Every Tuesday from 9 am to 10.30 in the BER
building at the College.
Contact: Carlie Turnbull 5494 3011

Wedderburn Historical Records
Museum, Inc. (WHRM).
Wedderburn Historical Records Museum Inc.
Open Monday-Wednesday 9:30am to 3:00pm
President - Irene Finch (0458 073 080)
Secretary - Alan Mulraney (0429 427 005)
26 High Street, Wedderburn
See us at wedderburnhistorical.com.au

Wedderburn / Korong Vale RSL
(sub-branch)
112 High St, Wedderburn
Open Friday nights from 5:30pm
ALL WELCOME
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Ask Agnes
Often at Scoop we have people asking our advice on all
sorts of topics. In response we have decided to start our own
Agony Aunt Agnes. To have your problems answered email
Agnes at scoop@wedderburnch.org.au

Dear Agnes.
Since the Covid outbreak I have been unemployed.
I spend more time outdoors and have taken an interest in
photographing ants.
Unfortunately my friends are not replying to my pics and
don't seem interested.
Am I going mad?
Antmusik.
Dear Antmusik...
You're not going mad.
Now is the time to spend on your interests.
Recycled Plant Pots

You need to choose your audience.

Please consider donating any
recyclable plant pots you may
have in your garden, to the
Wedderburn Community House.
24 Wilson Street, Wedderburn.
Or telephone 5494 3489
to arrange collection.

0409 169 360

richardstephenson362@gmail.com
Who are we? We are a group of
local men who love to drink coffee/tea and work on our own projects and community projects. We
also do work for members of the
community.
We
have: A fully equipped Shop including saws,
sanders
and all types of tools to get the job
done. We also
have a full Metalworking shop
complete with MIG
welder, Arc welders, grinders and cut off wheels.

We are open: Tuesdays and Thursdays
9am to 4pm. Call in, have a look around and

I haven't found an appreciative audience yet but I have
time to try.
Hang on to your dreams.
Agony Agnes.

FREE WASTE DISPOSAL DAYS:

MASSAGE

New Members: Always wel-

I like to photograph my feet.

come.
from

Wedderburn Transfer Station, Godfrey St,
Sunday 17th May 2020
8am-12.00pm Check Shire website for updates
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Mon—Fri 6am—5.30pm
Sat
6am—12.30pm
Sun
8am—12.30pm

Mark Heman CPA

B. Bus (Acc)

83 Wills St, Bendigo, Victoria, 3550
PO BOX 4075 Bendigo VIC 3552

Phone. (03) 5441 7154
Fax. (03) 5441 7514
Email. mark@veracityaccounting.com.au
Web. www.veracityaccounting.coom.au
Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation
Veracity Accounting is a CPA Practice / Business

Open Hours.
Mon – Fri: 8am-5pm
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Ph.: 54943334
Mob: 0400350711

RANDALLS
SUPERMARKET

SERVICES AVAILABLE:

HOURS: Monday to Friday
8am—4.30pm
***Every second Friday we
close at Midday***















Adult vaccinations
Childhood immunisations
Check up and medicals
Baby growth & development.
Cancer screening & Skin checks
Counselling
Electrocardiography
Spirometry
Liquid Nitrogen Freezing therapy
Minor Therapy
Pregnancy Testing
Pap Smears
Nutritional advice.

TRADING HOURS
Monday – Thursday 8:30am6:00pm
Friday 8:30am-7pm
Saturday 8:30am-4pm
Sunday 9:30am-4pm

SERVICES OFFERED:
Bottle Shop/ Deli
Fresh Fruit /veg/Meat
Digital Photo Kiosk
Mobile Phone
Pre-Paid Mobile
ATM 24 Hour Access
(Bendigo Bank)
Bendigo Bank Agency
Glass Hire
Party Ice, Party Platters
Home Delivery
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 Mobile Phone Recharges  Great Birthday Giftlines &  Working W/Children
Cards
Check
 Toys and Games
 Watches and Wallets
 Office & School
 Account Payments
Stationary
 Bank @ Post
 Passports & Photos

KurracaBurN Heights
Boutique Accommodation
Bruce & Michelle Hargreaves

1 Hospital Street
Wedderburn Victoria 3518
Phone: 0427 943596
Email: michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au
Website: www.kurracaburnheights.com.au

Cahills Barristers and Solicitors
Attending Wedderburn every second
Thursday 11.30am – 1.30pm.
By Appointment Only.
At the premises at 73 High St, Wedderburn.
For appointment contact Doug Cahill on 0428 507 138
or Cahills Solicitors, Bendigo on 54439344

E HARGREAVES & SONS
Bruce Hargreaves trading as E E Hargreaves & Sons
MBA 1413 DB-U 21036
ABN 52 619 044 373
Registered Master Builder specialising in building and construction work, extensions and renovations, glazing, window repairs, new homes, renovations, garages, carports, decks, and pergolas. Please contact for a quote.
1 Hospital St Wedderburn Vic 3518
m. 0419 598 092 |p. 03 5494 3596
Email b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au
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1300 29 77 15 | jacksondigital.com.au

No job too small—Prompt Friendly & Professional Service

